
January 22, 2020 
 

Dear Raptor families, 
 
Welcome to a New Year, a new decade, and the 
beginning of Semester 2!  Unbelievably, half of the 
school year is behind us but I promise you that the 
celebrations, events, assessments, new applications, 
and the work and learning go into overdrive from now 
through May.  Please carefully review all calendars and keep up with the 
AMHS pace. 
 
We have several staff announcements to share with you for this semester. 
Mr. Frank Flanigan (Social Studies) has officially retired from CCSD as of 
the first of the year after many years of dedicated service to our AMHS 
students.  We will all miss his incredible depth of knowledge and 
entertaining historical anecdotes, but are pleased he now has the time to 
prioritize his health and wellness.  Ms. Kimberly Zerbst has accepted the 
teaching position vacated by Mr. Flanigan and she has our freshman 
curriculum well in hand, receiving rave reviews from parents and students 
alike.  Ms. Melynda Do has recently accepted the half-time position of 
Focus Facilitator and serves AMHS each morning from 8 to 12.  You will 
see her out and about at the bus ramp and other campus supervisory 
locations. 
 
Many of you are aware of the long term health challenges facing our dear 
colleague, Biology teacher Leigh Snelgrove. The entire Raptor family has 
come to her support, and at the urging of students and staff, a GoFundMe 
account has been set up: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/team-leigh-fights-brain-cancer?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_sour

ce=customer&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&rcid=51f6e6bfd7a64f4ea1b951e378206694 

Mr. Christopher Compton will continue to act as the long term sub for the 
foreseeable future, and instruction is graciously being designed and 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/team-leigh-fights-brain-cancer?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&rcid=51f6e6bfd7a64f4ea1b951e378206694
https://www.gofundme.com/f/team-leigh-fights-brain-cancer?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&rcid=51f6e6bfd7a64f4ea1b951e378206694


overseen by Mr. McCormick, Ms. Langley, Dr. Cassidy, SOA AP Biology 
teacher Kevin Short, and former AMHS teacher Laura Eicher. 

The Chinese New Year of the Rat begins this weekend and to our great 
good fortune, we will welcome 8 Chinese students and their teacher 
chaperone for a week’s visit to Academic Magnet and Charleston beginning 
Sunday.  Eight fantastic Raptor families will be hosting the students and the 
week is full of the best Magnet and Charleston experiences.  The visit 
coincides with our Spirit Week which includes costumes, games and 
contests, a Friday Pep Rally, our last home basketball game, a wrestling 
tournament, and the very famous Wall Day!  Wall themes include Star 
Wars, Wedding, The Great Gatsby/Roaring Twenties, and 
Braveheart/Scottish Clans.  What a fantastic introduction to our AMHS 
spirit!  Students will also attend classes, take a downtown Charleston 
carriage ride, and attend a Stingrays Hockey game.  Add some barbecue 
and seafood, and I think we have a true Lowcountry/Magnet experience to 
make memories for years to come! 

The AMHS School Improvement Council deserves our heartiest 
congratulations for being named one of South Carolina’s top 10 SIC 
organizations.  Recognition of the systemic difference that the freshman 
transition Student Mentor program has made for our G9 students is at the 
heart of this award.  With specialized selection, training, and programming 
designed and implemented by the SIC, our entering freshmen are making 
valuable connections with upper classmen to ensure both social and 
academic success at AMHS.  With parents, community members, staff and 
students equally engaged in the support process for this program, we feel 
we have a working success story we can depend on for years.  The 
reviews are in and they are overwhelmingly positive!  I am hopeful that we 
will progress to the top 5 and very possibly receive South Carolina’s top 
award for SIC relevancy and initiative. 

Wishing us all a very successful and joyful second semester! 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Catherine Spencer   


